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Talking Points

Have you heard of the term “astroturf,” as in fake grassroots? There are corporations, special interest
and political interest groups roaming around the media and internet trying to trick us into thinking an
independent or grassroots movement is speaking. Why? To try and convince us that there is a wide-
spread agenda for or against something where there’s not.

Thinking back now, have we read articles from these astroturf writers? They seem to attack and
controversialize the news organizations, personalities and people surrounding an issue rather than the
issues and facts themselves. Rather than engaging speakers they try to censor and silence them. And,
rather than questioning authority they question those who question authority.

There is no short supply of astroturfers. Sometimes it’s in the eye of the beholder when it comes to
these issues. What can we do and where can we go to get trusted information on important topics?

Resources

Full references for each article are available at http://pathwaystofamilywellness.org/references.html

“Astroturf and Manipulation of Media Messages” by Sharyl Attkisson at TEDxUniversityofNevada
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=-bYAQ-ZZtEU
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